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CURRICULUM VITAE  

 

Work experience and education 

2020-today Coordinator of the LOWINFOOD H2020 project www.lowinfood.eu 

2017-today Assistant Professor of Agricultural Economics at Department for Innovation in Biological, 
Agri-food and Forest Systems, University of Tuscia 

2017-today Lecturer of Marketing of agri-food products within the Master Degree in Food Science and 
Technology, University of Tuscia 

2012-2017 Assistant researcher of Applied Economics at Department of Economy, Engineering, Society 
and Business, University of Tuscia 

2009-2011 Ph.D. in Economics and Local Development at University of Tuscia. Doctoral thesis entitled 
“Measuring the sustainability of the food chains. A model for the efficiency of food systems at 
the local scale” defended on 14/05/2012 

2010-2011 Visiting Phd (5 months) at Wageningen University, Netherlands 

2008 Scholarship at CeFAS, Agency of the Chamber of Commerce, Viterbo, Italy, on the analysis 
of the fruits and vegetables local market and waste management 

2005-2007 Master Degree in Agricultural Science, University of Tuscia 

2006-2007 International Mobility Programme Socrates-Erasmus (6 months) at École Superieure 
d’Agriculture (ESA), Angers, France  

2002-2005 Bachelor Degree in Agricultural Science at University of Tuscia 

Skills and expertise 

Clara is a researcher in agricultural economics with a particular expertise in sustainability-related issues applied 
to food systems. In the beginning of the career she focused her research on the study of short food supply 
chains, conducting empirical surveys on farmers and customers participating to these chains, for a total of 
2,000+ interviews. She has expertise in sustainability indicators design and calculation; for the doctoral 
dissertation, she developed a model to measure the sustainability performance of food chains encompassing 
nearly 100 indicators and resulting in an optimization model supporting local policy choices. Her current 
research is closely focused on the issue of food waste. Since November 2020 she is the coordinator of the 
H2020 LOWINFOOD project, including 27 partners in 12 countries; before that, she was responsible for the 
first national assessment of food waste in the retail sector within the project REDUCE, funded by the Italian 
Ministry of Environment. In 2016 and 2019 she has also worked with FAO Department of Forestry to 
support the socio-economic evaluation of initiatives against desertification in Africa. 
She is a recognized international scholar with 28 articles indexed in Scopus and over 400 citations. 
Clara is lecturer of Marketing of Food Products since 2017 at the University of Tuscia, with previous 
experience of teaching assistance since 2009. She has followed 20+ bachelor and master students in the 
development of their thesis. She was also hired as lecturer in several course organized by the Province of 
Viterbo, the Lazio Region and the Chamber of Commerce of Viterbo.  
She passed the Italian National Academic Qualification in the Agricultural Economics sector in 2018 for the 
qualification level of Associate Professor.  
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Publications and conferences 

Total number of publications: 78, of which:  

- Articles: 37 

- Books (authored/edited): 3 

- Book chapters: 24 

- Conference proceedings: 14 

Publications indexed in Scopus (19-07-2021): 28 
Scopus h-index (19-07-2021): 12 
Citations in Scopus (19-07-2021): 413 

List of selected publications: 

Franco S., Cicatiello C. (2021). Levering waste taxes to increase surplus food redistribution at supermarkets: 
Gains and scenarios in Italian municipalities. Waste Management, 121: 286-295. 

Principato, L., Secondi, L., Cicatiello, C., & Mattia, G. (2020). Caring more about food: The unexpected 
positive effect of the Covid-19 lockdown on household food management and waste. Socio-Economic 
Planning Sciences, 100953. 

Boschini, M., Falasconi, L., Cicatiello, C., & Franco, S. (2020). Why the waste? A large-scale study on the 
causes of food waste at school canteens. Journal of Cleaner Production, online pre-print 118994. 

Cicatiello, C. (2020). Alternative food shoppers and the “quantity dilemma”: a study on the determinants of 
their purchases at alternative markets. Agricultural and Food Economics, 8, 1-13. 

Cicatiello, C., & Franco, S. (2020). Disclosure and assessment of unrecorded food waste at retail stores. 
Journal of Retailing and Consumer Services, 52, 101932. 

Cicatiello, C., Vitali, A., & Lacetera, N. (2020). How does it taste? Appreciation of insect-based snacks and its 
determinants. International Journal of Gastronomy and Food Science, 100211. 

Giordano, C., Falasconi, L., Cicatiello, C., & Pancino, B. (2020). The role of food waste hierarchy in 
addressing policy and research: A comparative analysis. Journal of Cleaner Production, 252, 119617. 

Cicatiello, C., Secondi, L., & Principato, L. (2019). Investigating consumers’ perception of discounted 
suboptimal products at retail stores. Resources, 8(3), 129. 

Franco S., Cicatiello C. (2019). The Role of Food Marketing in Increasing Awareness of Food Security and 
Sustainability: Food Sustainability Branding. In: Ferranti, P., Berry, E.M., Anderson, J.R. (Eds.), 
Encyclopedia of Food Security and Sustainability, vol.3. Elsevier, 27-31.  

Giordano, C., Alboni, F., Cicatiello, C., & Falasconi, L. (2019). Do discounted food products end up in the 

bin? An investigation into the link between deal‐prone shopping behaviour and quantities of household 
food waste. International Journal of Consumer Studies, 43(2), 199-209. 

Cicatiello C., Giordano C. (2018). Measuring household food waste at national level: a systematic review on 
methods and results. CAB Reviews, 13(56): 1-8.  

Cicatiello, C., Franco, S., Pancino, B., Blasi, E., & Falasconi, L. (2017). The dark side of retail food waste: 
Evidences from in-store data. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 125, 273-281.  

Cicatiello C., De Rosa B., Franco S., Lacetera N. (2016). Consumer approach to insects as food: barriers and 
potential for consumption in Italy. British Food Journal, 18(9): 2271-2286.  

Passeri N., Blasi E., Franco S., Martella A., Pancino B., Cicatiello C. (2016). The environmental sustainability 
of national cropping systems: From assessment to policy impact evaluation. Land Use Policy, 57: 305-312.  

Cicatiello C., Franco S., Pancino B., Blasi E. (2016). The value of food waste: an exploratory study on 
retailing. Journal of Retailing and Consumer Services, 30: 96-104.  

Blasi E., Cicatiello C., Pancino B., Franco S. (2015). Alternative food chains as a way to embed mountain 
agriculture in the urban market: the case of Trentino. Agricultural and Food Economics, 3(1): 1-13. 

Cicatiello C., Pancino B., Pascucci S., Franco S. (2015). Relationship patterns in food purchase: observing 
social interactions in different shopping environments. Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, 
28(1): 21-42. 

Pascucci S., Cicatiello C., Franco S., Pancino B., Marino D. (2011). Back to the Future? Understanding 
Change in Food Habits of Farmers' Market Customers. International Food and Agribusiness Management 
Review, 14(4): 105-126. 
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Conferences 

Contributor to 26 scientific conferences from 2009 to 2020. 

Keynote speaker at the RETASTE-Rethink food waste Conference, Athens, Greece, 6-7 May 2021. 

Member of the Organizing Committee of the 52nd Conference of the Italian association of Agricultural 

Economics “The value of food: internationalization, competition and local development in agro-food 

systems”, Roma/Viterbo, 17-19 September 2015. 

Convenor of the Workshop “Farming the cities: exploring the role of agriculture and food in enabling 

sustainable urban food systems” at the 11th European IFSA Symposium, Berlin, Germany, 1-4 April 2014. 

 

Participation in research projects 

Project Coordinator of LOWINFOOD “Multi-actor design of low-waste food value chains through the 
demonstration of innovative solutions to reduce food loss and waste” H2020 project (Grant n. 101000439). 

Team member in 17 research projects, among which:  

2019 Support to activities on socio-economic livelihood assessments in countries involved in landscape 

restoration for Action Against Desertification project (funded by FAO) 

2018-20 60 SEI ZERO: zero food waste with education and information (funded by the Italian Ministry of 

Environment, Land and Sea) 

2016-18 REDUCE: research, education and communication, an integrated approach for the prevention of 

food waste in Italy (funded by the Italian Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea) 

2016-17 FISH-IN-SEA: Methods and tools for the evaluation of the potential reduction of the 

environmental impact of fishing activities through the application of innovations (funded by the 

Italian Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea) 

2013 Evaluation of public interventions aimed at developing Green Economy in Italy (funded by the 

University Consortium for Industrial and Managerial Economics) 

2010-12 Evaluation of the impacts of short food chains on the market, the farms and the consumers 

(funded by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry) 

Other scientific responsibilities 

2020 Guest Editor of Special Issue “The Challenge of Food Waste Reduction to Achieve More 

Sustainable Food Systems” on Sustainability 

2020 Invited speaker at the Webinar “Consumers’ Perception of Oils & Fats”, on the topic “How do 

you like it? Young consumers tasting insect-based snacks” 

2019 Member of the FAO delegation at the “National workshop on socio-economic assessments for 

large-scale restoration of degraded agro-sylvo-pastoral system”, Khartum, Sudan, 24-26 

September 2019 

2019 Invited speaker at the 3rd Sustainable Oils & Fats International Congress, Paris, France, 4-5 April 

2019, on the topic “Insects as food: barriers and potential for consumption” 

2019 Unitus team coordinator of the joint FAO-Unitus Letter of Agreement “Support to activities on 

socio-economic livelihood assessments in countries involved in landscape restoration for AAD 

project” 

2018 Unitus team coordinator of the Rete Terra Cimina-UNITUS agreement on “Strategies to 

promote rural tourism in the Vallerano, Vignanello and Canepina areas” 
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2017 Responsible person for the data sharing agreement on "Food redistribution models" between 

Unitus and HEC-Management School of the University of Liège 

2015-17 Unitus team coordinator for task R3 “Assessment and drivers of food waste in Italian school 

canteens” within the project REDUCE – research, education and communication, an integrated 

approach for the prevention of food waste in Italy 

2016 Member of the FAO delegation at the workshop “Monitoring & Evaluation Planning and Socio-

economic Baseline Assessment”, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 20-25 March 2016 

2014-today Reviewer for about 20 international scientific journals, with 50+ completed reviews 

 

Languages 

Italian: mother tongue 

English: excellent verbal, reading and writing skills.  

French: very good verbal and reading skills, good writing skills. 

Spanish: basic verbal, reading and writing skills. 

 

Other skills 

As a researcher, Clara has grown up in a research group of 7 people with different background. She has a 
strong attitude to team working, and a capacity to recognize strengths and weaknesses of each component, 
to assure efficient collaboration and optimization of results.  

Excellent skills in web search, research and review of academic papers through the main indexing 
platforms are excellent skills, acquired in the everyday research activity at university.  

Excellent capacity to use Microsoft Office applications, especially Word, Excel, Power Point and Outlook. 

Excellent skills in the production of statistical data elaborations using Microsoft Excel as well as statistical 
software, with deep knowledge of XLStat and basic knowledge of SPSS. 

 

Additional info 

Clara completed a 15-years career as volleyball player in provincial and regional official championships.  

She became a volleyball referee in 2008, and she is currently the coordinator of the volleyball referees of the 
territory of Viterbo, with about 40 referees under her responsibility. She is qualified teacher for referee 
courses at the regional level.  

Italian driving license B. 


