
After participating in the Erasmus exchange programme at Leiden U in 2003-04, I have become 
interested in comparative politics and the diffusion of democracy in the world. In post-9/11 era, the 
focus of scholars and public intellectuals was on the MENA and its seemingly cultural resistance to 
liberal democracy. While fascinated by that discourse, I developed a critical stance towards the 
desirability of liberal democracy and neoliberal capitalism, which I articulated in my MA thesis and, 
later, examined at a deeper level in my PhD dissertation. Building on years of fieldwork, my PhD 
dissertation critically analysed the experience of the reformist, liberal-oriented governments in Iran 
(1997-2005) through the lenses of democratization theory. It highlighted that the aversion of the said 
Iranian governments towards social movements and bottom-up politics was consistent with the recipe 
for a ‘transition to democracy’ as pontificated by international institutions but, eventually, detrimental 
to the democratization of the social sphere and state institutions of Iran.  
Current position: Associate Professor (Senior Lecturer level) in Politics and International Relations, 
School of Law and Government, DCU, Ireland.  
Education  
2010, PhD in History and Social Sciences, Fac. of Political Science, University of Siena, Italy; 
2006, Master in Political Science, Fac. of Political Science, University of Turin, Italy. 

Prizes and awards  
2018, Early-Career Researcher of the Year Award by the Irish Research Council; 
2018, DCU President’s Award for Excellence in Research, Early-Career researcher; 
2006, Best MA Dissertation in Political Science of the Year Award by the University of Turin; 2006, 
Optime Award 2006 for the MA dissertation, Chamber of Commerce of Turin.  
Institutional responsibilities: Leadership, creativity, community-building, and accountability are the 
ideals I pursue. As a migrant woman, my ambition is to be a role model for younger female colleagues 
from diverse ethnic and national backgrounds. I have taken up a number of institutional responsibilities 
for this reason.  
External professional associations and engagement  
Since 2020, Chairperson and co-founding member of the Irish Network for MENA Studies 
(INMENAS);  

2020-23, Council member of the British Society for Middle Eastern Studies (BRISMES;  
Since 2018, DCU’s representative in the Irish branch of Scholars at Risk (SAR) Network; 

Since 2018, Member of the academic advisory board of the Cambridge Centre for Palestine Studies;  

2013-16, General secretary of the Italian Society for Middle Eastern Studies (SeSaMO); 

2012-14, Co-founder and member of the European Iran Research Group (EIRG) at Lund University.  

Member of editorial boards 

Since 2021, Associate Editor at the most important journal of Iranian studies world-wide, Iranian 
Studies (Q1);  

Since 2019, Member of the editorial board of the Q2, OA journal Partecipazione e Conflitto; 

Since 2019, Member of the editorial board of the widely-read blog Il lavoro culturale; 

2018, TED Speaker for world-class university Trinity College Dublin. 

I have an intense dissemination activity and I also comment on MENA current affairs for European and 
non- EU media. I strongly believe in the synergy between academic and non-academic knowledge to 
build progressive, feminist, and anti-racist hegemony – which is urgently needed in Europe and beyond.  

University responsibilities (in DCU and external)  

2020-23, Appointed External Examiner for the BCs in Politics at Plymouth U; 



Since 2014, Participation in 7 viva voce examinations as chairperson, internal, or external examiner;  

2020-21, Appointment at hiring committees in DCU (Assistant professor positions);  
2016-19, Co-chair of DCU’s MA in International Relations, MA International Security and Conflict 
Studies;  

Since 2013, Member of PhD applications panel selection in DCU (3 times); 

2015-17, Year Tutor for DCU’s BA students in IR, year one and two; 

2013-16, DCU’s MA Guest Speakers Series Coordinator;  
2013-15, MENA Film Series Coordinator, in DCU; 

2017-23, DCU Referent for the Erasmus Plus ICM programme with Bethlehem U, OPT.  
Reviewer: 40 academic journals (multiple times); 6 academic publishers; and 4 grant donor bodies.  
I have a consolidated record of significant scientific publications as main/sole author in major 
international peer-reviewed journals in English, French, Italian, and Persian. I have 1 single-authored 
monograph; 4 co- edited books; 5 co-edited journal special issues (of which 1 forth. July 2021); 30 
articles in peer-reviews journals, of which 24 are in Scopus journals, with 21 as sole or leading author; 
21 book chapters, of which 13 are as sole or leading author and one is translated into French. My unique 
contribution is that I have brought attention to topics that were understudied if not neglected, such as 
student politics in Iran, and I contextually have been able to innovate the epistemological approach to 
the study of governmental action in Iran. My work focused on the reformist governments, in particular, 
whose policies and actions I have studied as social and political engineering projects, examining thus 
the governments’ politics of inclusion and exclusion of social and political players.  
I have a demonstrated record of invited presentations and lectures in prestigious institutions and 
universities.  
In 2021, I was invited as keynote for book launches/talks at the Bilingual Lecture Series on Iran, Iranian 
Studies Center and Center for Near Eastern Studies, UCLA (5/2021); “Rethinking Iran” series, Johns 
Hopkins’ SAIS; Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) political science podcast, Elliott 
School at George Washington U (5/2021); Sydney U (22/4/2021); IEMed Barcelona (5/2021); Cagliari 
U.  
2020: invitations by the Mossavar Rahmani Center for Iran and Persian Gulf Studies, Princeton U; 
Leiden U; Naples U-L’Orientale. Invitations postponed/cancelled because of Covid19: Inaugural 
Annual Lecture at the Amsterdam Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Amsterdam U; Plenary Keynote 
Speaker of the conference Europe as a Global Actor, ISCTE University Institute of Lisbon; Middle 
East Centre at Sussex U.  
In the past, I was invited to deliver talks at George Washington U, Trinity College Dublin, LSE (where 
I launched my co-edited book Islamists and the Politics of the Arab Uprisings in 2018), Manchester U, 
Padua U, Laval U, Turin U, Palermo U (invited for a book talk on my co-edited book Continuity and 
Change Before and After the Arab Uprisings in 2017).  
I also was invited to participate in seminars at Colorado SU, Birkbeck College, Amsterdam U, Lund U, 
Hamburg U, Cidob/Autonomous U of Barcelona, Bergen U, Goethe U Frankfurt, Şehir U (Turkey), 
Kharazami U (Iran), Oslo U, Limerick U, Plymouth U, IISL in Oñati (Spain), Pisa U, Trieste U.  
I also have a solid record of participation in international professional conferences, call for papers-
based. Since 2011, as a paper presenter, I have taken part in 51 international professional conferences 
(42 sole- authored papers). I chaired 13 panels at such conferences. Examples include the Middle East 
Studies Assoc., Iranian Studies Assoc., International Studies Assoc., British International Studies 
Assoc., International Sociological Assoc., European Assoc. of Social Anthropologists, European 
Consortium for Political Research, and others.  

 


