
   

Contact
ridavide@yahoo.it

www.linkedin.com/in/
daviderizzophd (LinkedIn)
dav-rizzo.medium.com/ (Blog)
cv.archives-ouvertes.fr/davide-rizzo
(Portfolio)

Top Skills
Landscape Agronomy
Agriculture
Research

Languages
Italian (Native or Bilingual)
French (Full Professional)
English (Full Professional)
Spanish (Limited Working)

Certifications
Microsoft Collaboration: SharePoint,
Teams, and Groups

Honors-Awards
Best paper prize award
Invited plenary keynote

Publications
A rapid, spatially explicit approach to
describe cropping systems dynamics
at the regional scale
Mapping local spatial knowledge
in the assessment of agricultural
systems: A case study on the
provision of agricultural services
Who Remains When Professional
Farmers Give up? Some Insights on
Hobby Farming in an Olive Groves-
Oriented Terraced Mediterranean
Area
Prospective participative pour la
zone urbaine de Pise (Italie). L'eau
et l'alimentation comme enjeux de
développement territorial.

Davide Rizzo • UniLaSalle
Agronomist doing research & teaching in (geographic) data
management to understand agtech opportunities for farmers
Beauvais

Summary
Decision support processes are the target of my core skills that build
upon more than 10 years of experience across multiple fields of
application.

My PhD thesis at the Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna (Pisa, Italy)
contributed to lay the theoretical foundations of landscape agronomy
with a characterization of terraced landscape management.

During the 4 years as a post-doctoral researcher at INRA-SAD
Department (France), I addressed the regional description of actual
cropping systems and crop sequences, as well as their modelization
to evaluate consequences on water quality and quantity.

I contributed to the development of:
• a stochastic model of cropping sequences (CarrotAge then
ArpentAge, INRA SAD-ASTER),
• a multi-agent system for the prediction of water-use for irrigation
(MAELIA, INRA UMR AGIR)
• participatory serious game and scenario building methods for the
description of territorial dynamics in rural areas(Territory game,
INRA, UMR Territoires)

During a research assistant fixed-term contract at the Scuola
Superiore Sant'Anna (SSSA), I contributed to the regional
characterization to support local water and land reclamation
management agencies.
At SSSA I also served as responsible for the dissemination,
exploitation and communication activities of the Italian partners of the
FREEWAT European Union’s Horizon 2020 project, with a focus on
open access strategies.

Since 2016 I teach and do research about the role of digitalisation
and automation in the agricultural decision-making processes.
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Retour d’expérience d’un bootcamp
dédié à l’innovation ouverte centrée
sur les agriculteurs As an associate professor in agronomy, data scientist, I am co-

responsible for the master level degree in agricultural equipment and
new technologies at UniLaSalle, campus of Beauvais.

Being a member of the InTerACT research unit, I participate in
conferences and publish about the mastery of new technologies
by the various sector players: farmers, manufacturers, dealers and
start-up, with a focus on the internet of things and robotics: http://
bit.ly/RG_LsA

Experience

UniLaSalle
5 years

Associate Professor
August 2017 - Present (4 years 3 months)
Beauvais, Hauts-de-France, FRA

Higher education teaching and research about the role of digitalisation and
automation in the agricultural decision-making processes. 

As associate professor in agronomy, data scientist, I am co-responsible for
the master level degree in agricultural equipment and new technologies at
UniLaSalle, campus of Beauvais. 

Being member of the InTerACT research unit, my main topic of investigation
is the conditions for mastery of new technologies by the various players of the
agricultural equipment sector: farmers, manufacturers, dealers and start-up,
with a focus on the internet of things and robotics: http://bit.ly/RG_LsA

I am responsible for the following courses : 
• Precision agriculture 2 (5th year, ~12 students, 17h)
• Digital transition and new technologies in agriculture (5th year, ~12 students,
17h)
• Technology innovation for agriculture (5th year, ~25 students, 10h)
• Precision agriculture 1 (4th year, ~10 students, 14h)
• Data collection and management (4th year, ~25 students, 40h)
• Agricultural equipment and farming systems (4th year, ~10 students, 28h)
• Digital tools (3rd year, ~40 students, 15h)
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• Introduction to research (3rd year, ~150 students, 18h)
• Geostatistics within geomatics and geomodelling modules, twice a year (3rd
year, ~70 students, 24-56h) 

I also contribute to modules about prototyping of agricultural equipment,
agricultural mechanisation and geographic information systems. 

Every year I am tutoring first year students (3), third to fifth year apprentice
students (4), as well as master degree students (3) and several students
projects. Insofar I co-directed three undergraduate internships on the use of
data for agriculture. 

Currently I am co-director of a PhD thesis in agronomy.

Postdoctoral Researcher
November 2016 - August 2017 (10 months)
Beauvais

Identifing farmers' data need and preferences to feed their decision-making
process about farming practices, with a focus on agricultural equipment use
and innovation

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna
10 months

Project Assistant
October 2016 - November 2016 (2 months)
Pisa, Tuscany, Italy

Responsible for the dissemination, exploitation and communication activities of
the Italian partners of the FREEWAT European Union’s Horizon 2020 project
(grant agreement No 642224), with a focus on open access strategy

Contract Researcher
May 2016 - October 2016 (6 months)
Pisa Area, Italy

Landscape level characterization of the agricultural systems in central-
southern Tuscany, writing of technical reports commissioned by 4 Consorzi
di Bonifica (territorial water agencies in charge for the land management of
reclamation)

Research Assistant
February 2016 - April 2016 (3 months)
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Landscape level characterization of the agricultural systems in central-
southern Tuscany, writing of technical reports commissioned by 4 Consorzi
di Bonifica (territorial water agencies in charge for the land management of
reclamation)

French National Institute for Agricultural Research
Postdoc researcher
January 2015 - December 2015 (1 year)

Replicability of an operational approach to map cropping systems
Funded by ONEMA (French National Agency for Water and Aquatic
Environments) 
• Evaluation of the data and work needs to replicate an approach to map
combinations of crop sequences and farming practices in the framework of a
wider project funded by the French Ministry of Agriculture
• Contribution to a decision-making tool for irrigation management.

French National Institute for Agricultural Research
3 years 1 month

Postdoctoral Research Fellow
April 2014 - May 2014 (2 months)

Adaptation and implementation of landscape agronomy methods
Funded by the ANR DAUME Project (Sustainable urban agriculture in the
Mediterranean area)
• Study of the periurban agriculture near Pisa (one of the study area of the
project): (i) implementation of the “territory game” to analyze issues related
to agricultural quantitative water management in the River Arno plain; (ii)
characterization of the hobby farmers practices in the olive groves of Monte
Pisano (Pisa)

Postdoctoral Researcher
October 2012 - March 2014 (1 year 6 months)
Mirecourt, France

Modeling and predicting spatial distribution of bioenergy feedstock
Funded by the EU 7th FP project LogistEC (“Logistic of Energy Crops
Biomass”). 
• Study on the spatially-explicit availability of dedicated bioenergy crops in two
case studies (Burgundy, FRA and Extremadura, ESP) on real transformation
plant data. 
• Geographical data acquisition and multiscale modeling (field, farm, supply
area and regional levels)
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Postdoctoral Research Fellow
February 2012 - September 2012 (8 months)
Mirecourt, France

Mapping crop sequences at the watershed level
Funded by the Rhin-Meuse Water Agency, project “DynAMM’Eau”
• Agricultural land use dynamics over the last thirty years at the watershed
level (~ 24,000 km2)
• Approach combining multivariate analysis and time-space data-mining that
provided a baseline for further analyses on agricultural practices that depend
on the crop sequences (i.e., nitrogen fertilization).

Postdoctoral Research Fellow
May 2011 - January 2012 (9 months)
Mirecourt, France

Concept formalization and literature review
• International contextualization of the theoretic fundaments for a “landscape
agronomy” perspective
• Coordination M. Benoît (INRA, SAD-ASTER) of an interdisciplinary opinion
paper.

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna
Contract Researcher
June 2007 - June 2008 (1 year 1 month)
Pisa Area, Italy

Preparation of a report for the Tuscany Region to support their policy making
about terraced landscape conservation and management. The report
summarised the available literature on the Mediterranean terraced system and
comparative overview of the main research and operational project financing
the management and the recovering of terraced landscape features. The
study was financed by the ARSIA (R&D regioanl office for the agricultural and
forestry sectors). 

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna
PhD
2004 - 2007 (3 years)

Education
Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Agronomy and Crop Science · (2004 - 2006)
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Università di Pisa
Master of Science (MSc), Agronomy and Crop Science · (1998 - 2003)
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